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— TO THE 


RIGHT HON. LORD LOUGHBOROUGEL, 
Sc. fc. Ofc. 


My LorD, 


HEN you ſee the name of Har.nep, 
poſſibly you will couple it with that 
of BROTHERS: But I am ſure you are too 
wiſe, and I hope you are too humane, to throw 
aſide this letter on that account wrread. I 
take the liberty to addreſs your Lordſhip in 
behalf of that much-injured man, now im- 
penetrably ſhut up from all acceſs of his 
friends, under the imputation of Lunacy, 
Amid the various multiplicity of avocations, 
all of the firſt importance, which occupy your 
Lordſhip's attention, no wonder the caſe of 
an obſcure individual ſhould elude your cog- 
nizance, even while his perſon is under your 
immediate authority; and I can almoſt aſſure 
myſelf that the cire cumſtances of 1t require 
only a candid ſtatement, to obtain at once 
commuileration and redreſs. | | 

My Lord, in a converſation which I had 
yeſterday with Dr. Simmons, the phyſician, * 
to whom | applied /in va) for permit 25 to 
viſit Mr. Brothers (whom [ dildein to call his 
patient, or any man 's patient), I learnt from 
his own mouth full enough to ſet aſide the 
verdict of Lunacy as furr> >ptitious: to entitle 
him, at all events, to a new enquiry ; and, as 
1 make no doubt, to a full reiaſtatement of 
his rights as a member of ſociety. 
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Among other things the Doctor told me, 
he mentioned that an examination for Lu- 
nacy was a trial of the moſt ſerious, liberal, 
and candid nature - before a numerous jury, 
with all poſſible indulgence to the party 
counſel allowed for his defence the aſſiſtance 
of his friends fully granted due notice given 
of the intention, of the time and place of 
inquiry; and, in ſhort, all the formalities ob- 
ſerved that might beſt ſerve the purpoſes of 
ſubſtantial Juſtice, and induce a perfect con- 
viction even on the moſt prejudiced mind. 

I -ſtate it here to your Lordſhip, as a fact 
which I can prove, and am ready to prove, 
that every one of theſe precautions for enſur- 


ing a juſt deciſion, was abuſed for the purpoſes 


of injuſtice. I ſay, he had no counſel, no 
friend, no notice. Dr. Simmons, indeed, ob- 
{erved to me, that he and Dr. Monro had in- 
formed their patient of their intentions to 
bring him before a Jury, and gave him 4 
whole day to himſelf to conſider of it, during 
which they intermitted their medical atten- 
dance; and he candidly ſeemed to confider 
that as quite ſufficient notice. But when J 


aſked of what uſe ſuch kind of notice could 
be to a man confined as a ſtate priſoner for 


treaſon, debarred the ſiglit of all his friends, 
and denied even pen and ink ? it produced a 
momentary embarraſſment, which ſhewed me, 
Dr. Simmons had only made up his mind to 

the medical part of the caſe. 
The world, my Lord, aſſigns very different 
2 | motives 
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motives indeed for this unmerited uſage of 
Mr. Brothers; and though I take no part in 
its ſurmiſes, I aſſure you I tremble for their 
effects. I am old enough to recolle& the 
flame kindled by Mr. Wilkes about general 
warrants, and I have the riots of 1780 inde- 
libly impreſſed on my memory. I cannot, 
therefore, look with unconcern on any tran- 
faction that may have the remoteſt tendency 
to a ſimilar cataſtrophe—certainly not intend- 
ed on the part of Mr. Brothers, whoſe whole 
writings and uniform conduct breathe nothing 
but benignity and peace. 

A man who firmly believes, be the belief 
true or falſe, that his interceſſion could, and 
did prevail with God, to pardon all London, 
cannot poſſibly be accuſed of a ſeditious, vin- 
dictive, or ſanguinary ſpirit! 

Of myſelf I need not ſpeak. I am born a 
Britiſh ſubject; and, as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, I have taken the Oath of Allegiance. 
6 ſincerely revere the Government and all its 
branches, but I do not revere the abuſes 
of any Government upon earth. 

After this momentary digreſſion, I beg leave 
to remind your Lordſhip, that perſecution in- 
variably, and at all times, leads to popula- 
rity : that the very methods which have been 
purſued, and are ſtill purſuing, to ſuppreſs 
Mr. Brothers's doctrines, or conſign his per- 
ſon to oblivion, ſerve but to render him and 
them more anxtoully watched, and more eagerly 
imbibed: that in proportion as his caſe be- 
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comes known, it attracts intereſt; and that 
unleſs the power of Government can ſilence 
the voices of myſelf, and of hundreds—I 
might ſay thouſands beſides, by a ſimilar exer- 
tion of authority, we ſhall not, we cannot, 
in conſcience, ceaſe, for a moment, to cry 
out, fiat Fuſftitia, ruat calum ! 

My Lord, there are ſo many afflicting de- 
ductions to be drawn from a candid conſide- 
ration of this caſe, that my mind ſhudders at 
the contemplation of them, and my whole 
ſoul is abſorbed in anxious withes to counter- 
act them, for the ſake of that very Govern- 
ment. under which I live. But I know how 
ſeriouſly your Lordſhip's time 1s engaged, and 
_ I will not intrude too much at once. Permit 
me to cloſe, at preſent, by aſſuring you, that 
if I am in my ſenſes, Richard Brothers is not 
inſane ; that if I am innocent, Richard Bro- 
thers is no Traitor; that I am perfectly ready, 
at all hours, to wait upon your Lordſhip, or to 
attend the Privy Council, to bear that teſti- 
mony both to his intellects and to his loyalty, 
which neither I, nor any other of his friends, 
were permitted to offer on his examination be- 
fore the Jury; and that I am willing to give, 
and to procure ample ſecurity * „both pecuniary 
and perſonal, for his good behaviour ; and 1 
moſt humbly implore your Lordſhip to conſi- 


der, whether the promulgation of an opinion, 
that 


** Le Maitre and Higgins, w ho have been confined for above 
thirty weeks, for the miferable pretence oi a plot to aſſaſſinate 
the King, have Juſt been releaſed, on finding ſecurity for their | 
good behaviour. | 


"NI 
that God will 888 this or any other nation, 
unleſs they repent of their ſins, be in fact, or 
in law, either Treaſon or Lunacy. 

I have the honovr to ſubſcribe myſelf, with 
the ſincereſt reſpect both for your Office and 
Character, 

My Laid: 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


and very humble Servant, 


NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALEF IED. 
Pall-Mall, No. 17, 


May 9, 1795. 
RIGHT HON. LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 
&c. Sc. Sc. 
My Lorp, 


N Saturday laſt, the gth inſtant, I had the 
honour to addreſs you on the ſubject of 
Richard Brothers—it was a private addreſs. I 
left it mytelf at your houte; and I ſent my 
ſervant, both yeſterday and to-day, to requeſt 
the anſwer—but he brought me word zherg 
was none. In what have I done, both as to 
matter and form, I am confident I have ex- 
hibited every mark of reſpect to your Lord- 
ſhip's office—and of civility to your perſon. 
But as my endeavours have proved ineffectual 
in the line I at firſt adopted, am compelled 


to 
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to change my ſyſtem, and reiterate my ſuppli- 
cations wech a public channel. 

I am aware, my Lord, that I may be told, 
if Richard Brothers has been ſu; rreptitiouſly 
and improperly pronounced lunatic He may 
have his remedy in Chancery, and that an ap- 
plication ſhould be made in Court for that 
purpoſe. I have been told ſo long ſince: and 
that there is xo precedent for the mode I am 
now purſuing. It may be ſo. But if I were 
to add, that neither is there any precedent 
for this heterogenous amalgama of treaſon 
and lunacy, to form one :ndefinable crime, I 
think I ſhould run no riſk of contradiction. 
But here is another reaſon—I honeſtly con- 
feſs, I know nothing of the rules or practice 
of the Court of Chancery but its proverbial 
dilatorineſs ; and, in the preſent caſe, while I 
ſhould be fioundering and ſtruggling through 
an ocean of official forms, the vic for 
whom 1 plead, might be in the very a& of 
agonizing under all the deliberate torture of 
medical experiments: experiments invented 
and inflicted but to try how far it may be poſſi- 
ble for human intellect to bear up againſt the 
humiliating aſſaults of authoriſed barbarity. 
Now 1 humbly take occaſion to remind your 
Lordfhip, that bleeding and bliſtering, the 
razor and the ſtrait waiſtcoat, are no clearer 
proofs of a patient's inſanity, than a pair of 
boots of profound {kill in horſemanſhip; and, 
therefore, one of the principal motives for 
my laſt and preſent e is to obviate, 


if 
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if poſſible, the adoption of theſe procruſtean 
appendages of the art of healing. It is on 
this account I intreat and implore your Lord- 
ſhip's interference : it is to ſuſpend the exhi- 
bition of the ſuſpicious lancet, and ſtill more 
ſuſpicious drug ! For it is in your breaſt alone 
to cut ſhort the formalities of tardy prece- 
dent, and render equity doubly equitable. 
But is this all? Shall I ſo far ſhrink from 
the principles I profeſs, and belie the cauſe 1 
would ſupport, as to pretend that all my ap- 
prehenſions are confined to the danger of Mr. 
Brothers? No, my Lord, to deal fairly with 
you, I am inclined to ſuſpect, He neither 
needs my mediation, nor your interpoſition. 
Though innocence may have been frequently 
oppreſſed, and virtue laid proſtrate on the 
ground, hiſtory furniſhes us with various 1n- 
{ſtances of unforeſeen delivery from injuſtice ; 
and unexpected events have often fruſtrated 
the combinations of political ſagacity. No 
man can doubt that all the perſecution which 
Mr. Brothers now endures, is derived from 
the publication of his books. It is from thence 
that the ſlippery proofs of his inſanity are ex- 
tracted. Dr. Simmons himſelf told him fo, in 
_ Crown-ſtreet. I have a hundred times teſti- 
fied, and | here teſtify again, my unqualified 
belief in the contents of thoſe books : and one 
of the points moſt ſtrongly inſiſted upon in 
them is, the determination of God 720 throw 
down this City, and deſtroy this Nation, if any 
violence be attempted ag ainſt their Author — -- 
e : Book 
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1 

' 
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Book I. page 41.—* I had beſeeched him 
„ (the Lord God) to let me inform the peo- 
« ple of London of their danger, and try, by 
all poſſible means, to ſave them ; but was 
« refuſed permiſſion, becauſe they would im- 
„ priſon and uſe me very ill for it.“ 

Book II. page 76.—* Remember thoſe 
* things, O my God, and as thy thunder on 
„„ the th of this month---Auguſt, was to 
„ ſhew thy full determination to throw down 
“cities, and daſh in pieces the council of 
« evil men, of they committed any violence 
% againſt nen. 80 O my God exe- 
r 

Book II. page 97.“ The Lord God com- 
„ mands me to remind all people of the 
„thunder that was on the jth of Auguſt 
« lait, and to ſay, it was a thr eat from Him 
to deſtroy London, ſooner than ſuffer me to be 
« furted. Take it for a warning, and be- 
„ ware of the dreadful conſequences that will 
« moſt certainly enſue, if a /i imilar injury 18 
« mtended againſt me. 

J aſk, therefore, one very oliin queſtion, 
Is your Lordſhip's mind fully made up to this 
froffible event . 2 For give me leave to ſay- let 
the probability be ever io remote, there ſtill 
is a probability---for there is a God: and if it 
| be a matter of doubt, whether he deſtroyed 
| Sodom and Babylon, as we are told, for a 
warning—at leaſt -he has overthrown great 
part of "Liſbon and all Calabria, within your 
memory and mine. This then is the point 
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at iſſue---can it be worth while to riſk the 
ſafety of London and all its inhabitants---be 
the odds againſt the riſk what they may---for 
the mere gratification of medical caprice ? 
Lou are too enlightened, by Lord, not to ſee 
the force of the following argument : Mr, 
Brothers has predicted, that an effort of vio- 


lence againſt him would be followed by an. 


inſtance of God's diſpleaſure-ſay by an earth- 
quake: millions of the people of this country 
have imbibed this information, I do not ſay 
they all believe it: but if violence is done 
to Mr. Brothers, and an earthquake ſlanld 
ſidſiſien, how will you perſuade mankind, that 
it 18 a mere natural phenomenon---and not 
connected with that act of violence? And if 
you ſhould x07 perſuade them, I anticipate the 
dreadful conſequences of popular opinion, and 


popular reſentment. My ſolicitation, there- 


fore, to your Lordſhip, proceeds from an ear- 
neſt deſire to ſerve all parties---to ſerve Ad- 


_ miniſtration, by intreating Him, with whom 


the power reſts, to avert from their councils 


the remoteſt poſſibility of predicted musfor- 


tune: to ſerve my fellow - ſubjects, by giving 


them notice of, and by ſtriving to counteract 


_ calamities, which I am thoroughly fatisfied 


are immediately impending, and in which 


their rulers cannot fail of being implicated 


with themſelves ; and, laſtly, to ſerve Mr. 
Brothers, by diminiſhing the inconveniences 


attendant upon the interval (now very thort) 
previous 
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previous to his manifeſtation. I cannot in- 
deed anſwer for the ſucceſs of my endeavours, 
but I aver them to be moſt ſerious and moſt 
diſintereſted; at the ſame time, I know the 
cauſe to be that of God, and I know that it 


will ultimately prevail. 
J have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with 


every degree of reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, 
and very humble ſervant, 


NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED. 


Pall-Mall, 
12th May, 1795. 
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